
ESTIMATING TENT SIZE 

Use the following guidelines to estimate what size tent you will need for your event. 

Note that the allowances are approximate. Call one of our party planning professional 

to determine actual specifications and for assistance in laying out your event. 

All-Purpose Canopy Tent Size to People Chart 
________________________________________________________________
Tent Size                         Stand-up Cocktail       Cathedral Seating          Buffet Dinner 

20x20 40  50 36 

20X30 60 75 60 

20X40 80 100 80 

Theater Seating (Chairs in rows) Six square feet per person, not including aisles.

                                                    Banquet Seating 

Oblong/Rectangular 8-10 square feet per person

Round tables of 6-10 people 10-12 square feet per person
                                                                (served meals require more space than buffets)

Cocktail Parties & Receptions

All Standing  6-10 square feet per person

Some Seated 8-15 square feet per person

Additional Allowances

Dance area      4-5 square feet per person

Beverage Area 100 square feet

Buffet Area     100 square feet 8' table

Piano  Spinet 50 square feet
Grand 100 square feet






